
 

Baptism  

For children under 7 years of age:  

Parents should call the rectory as soon as possible after the birth of their child to 
arrange to have the child baptized. No sacramental preparation is required for children 
to receive baptism before their 7th birthday.  

Parents and godparents of the child must attend a one-hour meeting with a priest or 
deacon before the baptism. This meeting can be arranged at the time the parents call to 
arrange the baptism.  

If your child is 5 to 6-years-old, they must be enrolled in St. Benedict School or 
Religious Education in order to be baptized.  

For children 7-years-old and above:  

If you have not had your child baptized before their 7 th birthday, it is not too late to do so. 
However, because they are no longer considered an infant, they must go through 
sacramental preparation. This process, known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Children (RCIC) takes a minimum of two years without exception. After two years of 
preparation, which is the absolute minimum amount of time required to make up the 
time they have already missed in their religious education, they will receive the 
sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and first Holy Communion, within 
the program policies. Contact the Director of Religious Education, Ernesto Vargas, to 
enroll your child in RCIC.  

Requirements for Godparents for Baptism:  

At least one Godparent for Baptism must be a fully initiated Catholic (baptized, 
confirmed, and received Holy Communion). Both godparents must be at least 16 years 
of age. In order for someone to be eligible as a godparent they must be chosen by the 
parents, have the ability and the intention to fulfill the role, is leading a life in harmony 
with the Catholic Faith (including Marriage) and will be a good role model for the one 
being baptized, and be neither the father nor the mother of the child.  

Both Godparents must be living an exemplary Christian way of life. If a person is 
married civilly but not sacramentally, they are more than welcome to participate in the 
baptismal ceremony, but they may not serve as a Godparent for the child. The same is 
true of an unmarried person who is cohabiting with a significant other or living as if they 
were married, or a person who is civilly divorced and now living in a non-sacramental 
marriage.  

  


